
P1: IBE
0521859573ind CB1046B/Palmer 0 521 85957 3 March 14, 2006 15:28

Index

Note: Italic pages are related to figures

aeronautical congresses, 61

agit-flights, 153–155, 158, 163, 243

air baptisms, 154, 154, 190, 243

public reception of, 155–156, 158

air clubs, 20, 23–24, 60, 61–62, 282

and civil society, 31

Moscow Society of Aeronautics, 20, 24,
48

Odessa Air Club, 20, 24, 48

See also Imperial All-Russian Aero-Club
airfields, 19–20, 25, 47, 185, 226

air-mindedness, 73, 85

defined, 2–3

as measure of cultural standing, 29–30

airplanes, 1, 2, 17, 23, 34, 73, 85, 125, 170,
205

iconic function in Russian culture, 6–7,
17, 73, 75, 87, 98, 125, 136, 151, 191,
282, 283

Russian invention of alleged, 36

as symbol of,
modernity, 23, 73, 123, 125, 171, 208,

257

national power, 42, 57, 81, 172, 208,
282

progress, 6, 14–15, 17, 171, 172, 190,
282

and terrorism, 15

transformative power of, 16, 29, 30, 100,
101, 128, 129, 147–151, 157–158,
171, 190, 214, 241, 284

See also aviation
Aleksandr I, Tsar, 13 (n. 6)
Aleksandr Mikhailovich, Grand Duke, 14,

15, 17

as patron of Imperial aviation, 14, 18

Aleksandrov-Kalinin AK-1, 164 (n. 14)
Algazin, Aleksei, 249

Alksnis, Iakov, 206, 221, 248

Amtorg, 184–185, 223

espionage activities, 185, 198

Angelina, Praskovia, 236

Antoinette aircraft, 19

IV, 11

Antonov aircraft
An-124, 281

An-225, 281

Antonov Corporation, 281

Apsit, Aleksandr, 141

Austria–Hungary, 66

avia-corners, 113, 117, 151, 151–152, 190

Aviakhim, 116–118, 123, 160, 170, 250

formation of, 115, 121

membership losses, 116–117

merger with OSO, 119–120. See also
Osoaviakhim

aviation
accidents, 39–41, 48, 72, 212, 251

as civilizing agent, 30, 100, 101, 127–129,
157–158

and civil society formation, 17, 31–32,
73

as diplomatic tool, 93–94, 161, 163, 165,
183, 187–189, 191, 221

and economic development, 86, 100, 111,
126, 127–129, 144, 157

first flight by a Russian, 20–21

first flight in Russia, 18

Imperial and Soviet approaches compared,
80–82, 95–97, 107, 283

as measure of national standing, 6, 31, 32,
45

and modernization, 1, 17, 29–30, 73, 75,
82, 85, 87, 99–100, 101, 129, 157

and popular culture, 22, 23, 33, 136

as proof of socialism’s success, 171–172,
176, 179, 180, 181, 190, 224, 244,
245

299



P1: IBE
0521859573ind CB1046B/Palmer 0 521 85957 3 March 14, 2006 15:28

300 Index

aviation (cont.)
public interest in, 14, 16–17, 18, 22,

25–26, 236, 282

and scholarship, 1–2, 3

as source of political legitimacy, 7, 17, 85,
98, 122, 123, 170, 172, 190, 205,
206, 239, 271–273

in Western imagination, 1, 23. See also
airplanes

aviation exhibitions, 22, 24, 244–246

All-Russian Festival of Aeronautics,
25–26, 27

attendance of, 25–26, 244

aviation weeks, 94

First International Week of Aviation,
24–25

Fourteenth International, 244–245

aviation industry, Russian, 20, 85, 93, 163,
175, 176, 203, 221, 245, 256–257

dependence on foreigners, 49–50, 89, 107,
183, 190, 256

growth after 1945, 275, 279

growth of Soviet, 81, 82, 197–198,
201–202, 256–257, 265–266, 285

impact of purges, 248–249

private support, lack of, 48, 51–52

production and quality issues, 60, 72, 83,
166, 167, 182–183. See also motors

aviators
and conquest of nature, 28–29, 41, 157,

221, 234, 282

folkloric qualities, 239–240, 284

individualism as Western value, 1–2, 3,
166, 176, 190, 238

military, 19, 25, 47–48, 66–68, 81,
103–104, 246, 250, 255, 264,
271–273

as national heroes, 27–28, 34, 73, 271–273

private, 59

as prophets of new religion, 147, 241

as representatives of Soviet values,
104–105, 175–176, 190, 221, 233,
239, 257

selfishness of as Western trait, 54, 165, 238

selflessness of as Russian value, 27–28,
53–54, 68, 190, 238, 283, 284

training of, 19, 21, 47–48, 161, 175, 250,
262, 265

women, 273

Babushkin, Mikhail, 251

Baidukov, Georgii, 221, 223, 227, 228,
229–230

compared with Valerii Chkalov, 235

Moscow–Udd flight (1936), 224–226

praises Stalin, 241

transpolar flight attempt (1935), 222, 232
Balbo, Italo, 183

balloons (aerostats), 12–13, 16, 29–30

military use of, 13–14

Russian invention of alleged, 35, 36

Baranov, Pavel, 183, 185, 212

Beliakov, Aleksandr, 227, 232, 235

Moscow–Udd flight (1936), 224–226

Bell aircraft
P-39 Airacobra, 268, 269
P-63 Kingcobra, 268

Blagin, Ivan, 217, 217, 219

Blanchard, Jean-Pierre, 13

Blériot aircraft, 20, 51, 55

XI, 11, 16, 19, 34

Blériot, Louis, 3, 11–12, 19, 33, 53

Channel crossing of, 11–12, 17, 18, 20

press coverage of, 11–12, 14

Russian response to, 14

Boeing aircraft
B-17 Flying Fortress, 277

B-29 Superfortress, 277, 276–278, 285

B-47, 278

Boeing Aircraft Company, 199, 280

Bolshevik Party, 79–80, 84, 100–101, 103,
109

atheism, 130, 154. See also League of the
Militant Godless

and aviation, 85, 87, 98, 99–100, 101,
108, 125, 158

ideology and, 84, 123, 136, 170–171,
286

mass mobilization, 84, 89–91, 97–98, 107,
122. See also ODVF

modernizing visions of, 79, 84, 85, 97–98,
99–100, 102, 109

New Economic Policy, 84, 126

and peasantry, 80, 138, 157–158

planning, 101, 123

and use of violence, 80. See also
Communist Party of the Soviet Union;
Soviet Russia/Soviet Union

Bolshoi Baltiiskii. See Russian Warrior
Breguet 19 (aircraft), 168

Bukharin, Nikolai, 171, 247

Catherine II, Tsarina, 12

Chadaaev, Petr, 32

Chamberlain, Neville, 172

Chashnik, Il’ia, 136



P1: IBE
0521859573ind CB1046B/Palmer 0 521 85957 3 March 14, 2006 15:28

Index 301

Cheliuskin expedition, 208, 221, 225 (n. 73),
244, 245

chemical warfare, 106, 108

China, 120, 161–162, 165, 172

Chkalov, Valerii, 226, 227, 229, 234,
233–236, 271

background, 235, 236

death of, 233, 251

Moscow–Udd flight (1936), 224–226, 233

as positive hero, 230, 236

praises Stalin, 238, 241

as “Soviet Lindbergh,” 234–235

as Stalin’s “favorite,” 236

transpolar flight (1937), 229, 232, 251

visit to United States, 229–230

Christ’s Appearance Before the People
(Return of the Messiah), 147, 147

civic-mindedness. See obshchestvennost’
civil defense, 118, 119–120, 122, 170

Civil War, 79–80, 83, 87, 99, 103, 109, 121,
123, 125

aviation in, 81, 86, 164 (n. 14)
destruction caused by, 83–84, 125

collectivism, 53, 116, 170

as a characteristic of Russian aviation,
226–227, 236–238

as a characteristic of Russian pilots, 54,
68, 166, 238

in Soviet culture, 175–176

colossalism, 74, 121, 204–205

Committee on Big Flights, 161

Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
121–122, 123, 159, 163, 191, 219

and ideology, 120, 123, 170–171, 286

Party Congresses, 84, 98, 116, 125

purges, 247–249

show trials, 203, 228, 247

“socialism in one country,” 171

tempos, 203, 204, 208, 231, 257, 285

war, fear of, 120–121, 172, 284. See also
total war

See also Bolshevik Party; Soviet
Russia/Soviet Union

compensatory symbolism, 7, 35, 36, 74, 104,
123, 166, 170, 186–187, 206, 257,
279, 283, 284

Curtiss aircraft, 73, 186

P-40 Warhawk, 268

Curtiss-Wright Company, 199

Curzon, George, 110–111

Danilin, Sergei, 229–230, 237
DeHavilland aircraft

DH-4, 164 (n. 14)
DH-9, 164 (n. 14)

Deruluft, 92, 183

dirigibles, 54–55

Dobrokhim, 106

merger with ODVF, 115, 116–117, 160

Dobrolet, 91–92, 93–94, 136, 138, 144–147,
152

Dornier DO-X, 183

Douglas aircraft
A-20 Havoc, 268

C-47 (DC-3), 268

Douglas Aircraft Company, 199, 223 (n. 71)
Douhet, Giulio, 206

Dux factory, 49, 52

Earhart, Amelia, 3

Eideman, Robert, 251

Efimov, Mikhail, 20, 21, 24, 25, 68, 238, 283

as ideal Russian pilot, 54

ekipazh, 236–238, 240

England. See Great Britain
espionage, 185, 191, 198, 200–201, 275,

280, 284

Ezhov, Nikolai, 247

famine, 216

Farman aircraft, 20, 33, 49, 51

III, 25

IV, 20

Farman, Henri, 19, 20

films, 22, 152, 230, 271, 273

Finland, 120, 260

war with USSR, 249–250, 257

First Russian Association of Aeronautics, 20

(n. 22), 25 (n. 34)
Five-Year Plan, 176, 178, 185, 195,

196–197, 201, 202, 220, 284

aviation industry, 197–198, 201, 202–203

flight, symbolic meaning of, 3

Foch, Ferdinand, 106, 110

Fokker aircraft, 93

Ford Company, 199

France, 18, 23, 30, 40, 42, 168, 183, 282

accomplishments compared with those of
Russia, 31, 42–43, 44, 49–50, 59, 60,
169

aviation industry, 107

and diplomatic relations with Soviet
Union, 120

and military aviation, 55, 109

Paris-Omsk flight (1926), 168, 169

sales to Russia, 33



P1: IBE
0521859573ind CB1046B/Palmer 0 521 85957 3 March 14, 2006 15:28

302 Index

France (cont.)
and training of Russian pilots, 19, 282

voluntary subscriptions in, 60

Franco, Francisco, 246

“Friends of the Soviet Union,” 187–188, 230

Frunze, Mikhail, 109, 175

Fufaev, Dmitrii, 176, 177, 188

Gagarin, Yuri, 279

Gamarnik, Ian, 247

Garnerin, Jacques, 13

Gastello, Nikolai, 267

gas warfare. See chemical warfare
Gekker, Anatolii, 247

Germany, 23, 30, 33, 40, 42, 65, 66, 183,
253, 282

accomplishments compared with those of
Russia, 44, 49–50, 59, 60

cooperation with Soviet government,
92–94, 160

Soviet–German Non-Aggression Pact, 263

Soviet occupation, 278–279

Spanish Civil War, 246

voluntary subscriptions in, 60

See also Great Patriotic War
Girier, André, 168
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